GENERAL PROCUREMENT NOTICE

REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA
SOCIAL SERVICES IMPLEMENTATION PROJECT
Sectors:  Social Protection & Labor
IBRD Loan No. 8902-MK
Project ID No. P162246
The Republic of Macedonia has received financing in the amount of US$ 33.4 million equivalent from the World Bank towards the cost of the Social Services Implementation Project  (SSI) Project, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds to payments for goods, works, related services and consulting services to be procured under this project. 
The project will include three main components, as described in the following paragraphs.

Component 1: Promoting social inclusion through improved access to social benefits and services 

This component will finance technical assistance, goods, works and grants needed to 
strengthen the overall social protection delivery system for improved services by existing social assistance recipients and by vulnerable groups:

· Technical assistance for social services policy development and implementation

· Social service needs assessment

· Developing system for financing of social services including  determination of cost of services

· Development of quality standards including licensing and accreditation and system for monitoring for their achievement

· Piloting a grant mechanism that will promote development of (non-institutional) social services at local level

· Transformation of the large institutional capacities into small group homes, living with support, deinstitutionalization through foster families and other appropriate forms of protection

· Outreach activities including Citizen Engagement activities

· Development of an integrated social welfare IS covering both social assistance benefits and services

· Hardware equipment for the Ministry of Labour and social policy and the social  institutions

· Capacity building of the institutions included in the social protection system

· Renovation of  the institutions included in the social protection system
Component 2: Expanding the access to and improving of the quality of preschool services 

This component will finance technical assistance, goods, and grants for

increasing the number of classrooms in preschools and improving the quality of preschool service delivery through provision of:

· Grants for Infrastructure Subprojects 

· Project designs for kindergartens

· Developing of age appropriate teaching-learning materials

· Developing a new capitation formula

· Training  for pre-primary school program

· In service teacher training

· Developing a system  for evaluation of quality in the preschool education system

· Training of Early Childhood Education and Care administrators and other decision makers to improve capacity and development of monitoring programs and tools

· Outreach activities including Citizen Engagement activities
Component 3: Project management, monitoring and evaluation 
This component will finance the activities that would ensure effective administration and implementation of the project development and implementation of a M&E system for the project:
Procurement of contracts financed by the World Bank will be conducted through the procedures as specified in the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrowers (July 2016) (Procurement Regulations), and is open to all eligible firms and individuals  as defined in the Procurement Regulations. After project negotiations, the World Bank shall arrange the publication on its external website of the agreed initial procurement plan and all subsequent updates once it has provided a no objection.
Specific procurement notices for contracts subject to open international competitive procurement will be announced, as they become available, in UN Development Business online, on the World Bank’s external website , on the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy of the Republic of Macedonia’s web site (www.mtsp.gov.mk),  on the portal of Public Procurement Bureau 

(https://e-nabavki.gov.mk/PublicAccess/home.aspx#/notices) and if relevant in newspaper of national circulation in the Republic of Macedonia.  
Interested eligible firms and individuals who would wish to be considered for the provision of goods, works, non-consulting services and consulting services for the above mentioned project, or those requiring additional information, should contact the Borrower at the address below:
Ministry of Labor and Social Policy 

Address: Dame Gruev 14, 1000 Skopje, Republic of Macedonia 

Contact person: Sanja Andovska, SSIP Procurement Manager

Tel: ++ 389 2 3296-291
E-mail: sanja.andovska@mtsp.gov.mk 
www.mtsp.gov.mk
