Skopje Declaration on Roma Health Equity
	Purpose: The following is a Declaration to be shared for feedback/input with all relevant national stakeholders working on Roma health so joint ownership can be assured. The revised version will then be proposed for adoption and presented at the Decade Presidency event on Roma health convened on 24-25 January 2012 in Skopje. At the event, the Government would make a call to other Decade countries to do similar declarations, reflecting key Roma health issues in their countries, and work together for a consolidated Decade statement on scaling up commitment to Roma health across all countries. Hence, as an outcome of the current Presidency of the Decade of Roma Inclusion, the Skopje Declaration aims to catalyze a process of awareness raising and advocacy for increased action on Roma health in all Decade countries. 


We — the Government, representatives from the Roma community and other key national stakeholders present at this meeting — acknowledge the urgency of scaling up action to improve Roma health, particularly in light of: 
· The evidence of persisting health inequities experienced by the Roma community; 

· The need for increased commitment now to Roma health to show greater advances by 2015 in the health pillar of the Decade of Roma Inclusion, of which our country currently holds the Presidency;
· The timely opportunities represented by the EU Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies, which is relevant to Enlargement countries such as ours and strategically synergizes with Decade initiatives including in the area of Roma health.
· The prospects to build on and fortify the national work advanced for Roma health equity in the past years through the relevant strategies and action plans and activities of the Roma community, NGOs, international organizations and other key partners.
As such, we wish for this Declaration to catalyze greater collaboration and commitment by all stakeholders nationally to improving health equity for the Roma population. 
Specifically, the signatories of this Declaration commit to:
· Reviewing the relevant national plans and activities for Roma health from the perspective of the EU Framework for National Roma Integrating Strategies, considering how they may be updated and adapted to best address pressing health needs, exploring how EU instruments such as the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance could be used for Roma health, and regularly reporting on Roma health through the yearly EU accession-process progress reports (as called for by the Framework);
· Grounding actions for Roma health equity in the human-rights-based approach, with due attention to health services and underlying determinants of health (with the latter implying use of Health-in-all-Policies methodologies);

· Ensuring that the Roma community is in a protagonist role with regards to efforts to improve Roma health equity, in keeping with the slogan of “Nothing for Roma without Roma”;
· Applying the Common Basic Principles for Roma Inclusion to national actions for Roma health equity, as these Principles address key areas such as participation, reorienting mainstream programmes to better address Roma health equity, tackling gender inequities, empowering local authorities and targeting efforts in ways that are explicit but not exclusive;

· Strengthening health systems and public health governance — as called for by the new European policy for health (Health 2020) — to ensure health equity for all persons including Roma, with actions to overcome access barriers (e.g., financial, geographic, cultural, or documentation-related barriers) and streamline anti-discrimination measures;

· Improving coordination among all relevant stakeholders for Roma health through the creation of a group led by the Ministry of Health that convenes partners on a regular basis and facilitates coherence of health actions with cross-government work on Roma inclusion;
· Ameliorating the national capacity for monitoring of Roma health equity, through quantitative, qualitative, and community-based monitoring and in conjunction with international organizations;

· Building human resources for Roma health equity, through the training of health professionals on cross-cultural competency and equity issues, the hiring of Roma as medical personnel, the continued re-enforcement of the health mediator programme, and ensuring the presence of adequately skilled medical staff in disadvantaged communities; 
· Working towards the allocation of sufficient financial and human resources at all levels of the Government and among stakeholder organizations involved in activities for Roma health equity;
· Cooperating with other countries — through the Decade of Roma Inclusion, the EU Integrated Platform for Roma Inclusion, and other relevant networks and projects — to share know-how and promising practices to improve Roma health equity.

We, the signatories of this Declaration, encourage other Decade countries to consider ways to increase awareness of and commitment to Roma health equity, including through the adaptation of this Declaration to their national contexts and the joint creation of one shared statement on Roma health equity for all Decade countries.
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